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PREFACE 


was induc d to publiſh this Ser- 
mon by the Per ſwafions of ſeveral 
Perſons of Underſtanding and Inte- 
grity, both Clergy and others, who 


concerv'd it might be of ſome Service 


to the Church. The Caſe is this ;; 


There are a great many well diſpos'd 
Perſons, who defire to ſerve God in- 
cerely ; who think if they do but hear 
the Goſpel-Preach'd, it is no great 
matter by whom : And upon this Ace 
count frequently withdraw themſelves 


rom communicating with thoſe Pa- 


flors whom God hath-ſet over them. 


¶ have endeavour'd in this Diſcourſe 
to ſhew, that this is not a Matter of 
Pra . 5 
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fo ſmall Importance, or of ſuch an 
inttefferent Nature as they do falſly 
imagine. T have drawn up what I 
thought moſt material upon this Sub- 


ect, into as narrow a Compaſs, and 


in af clear a Method as I was alle. 


tt 14 hall be of uſe to ſtrengthen any 


that are ꝓavering, or bring back a- 


ny. that have already wandered out of 
the Way, I have my End. God 


Sant that our ſincere Eudeauours 


ney be auſwer'd with Succeſs, A- 
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The' Dignity. and Authority of the 


Chriſtian Prieſthood. 


W 


MALACHI A.. 


For the Prieſts Lips ſbould keep Knowlenge ; 
and they ſhould ſeek the Law at his Moath, 
for he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of 


_ Hoſts. | 


HAT God has taken Care to provide 
ſufficient Means for the Inſtruction of 

his People inall things neceſſary to their 
Salvation, is doubted by none that be- 
heve Reveal'd Religion: But what theſe Means 
are, and how they are to be apply'd, has been, 
and ftill is frequently controverted. For tho” all 
Agree that the Holy Scriptures were written- by 
ivine Inſpiration, and left for our Inſtruction; 
yet after what manner they are to be underſtood, 
and to whoſe Care' the Interpretation of them is 
committed, affords matter of Diſpute. Some aſ- 
ſert a Neceſſity of immediate Inſpiration, without 
which they affirm it to be altogether as impoſti- 
ble to reach the true Senſe and Meaniog of Wri- 


tings divinely inſpir'd, as it is for an irrational 
Creature to paſsa Judgment upon the Actions of 
4 Rational Man. Others content themſelves with 
beHeving the Truths'contain'd in the Holy Scrip- 
* | cures, 
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tures, and propoſing to walk in ſome meaſure 
anſwerable to the Rules there deliver d, without 
looking upon themſelves as oblig'd to the Obſer- 
vation of any external Ordinances, or being join'd 
to the reſt of their Brethren in any Church Com- 
munion,.. Another ſort are not fatisfy'd with any 
— leſs than a conſtant Succeſſion of Miniſters, 
to whoſe Care the interpreting and diſpenſing the 
Will of God to the People is committed, and who 
derive their Authority and Commiſſion by the 
Mediation of thoſe Perſons, who had it immedi- 
ately from God himſelf. 

That the laſt of theſe Opinions is the only 
true one, I ſhall endeavour to make appear from 
theſe Words of the Prophet; and in order to it, 


I ſhall conſider, 


I. The Office of the Prieſthood, and to whom it 


belongs. 
II. The Duty of the People, with reſpe& to 
the Prieſts. | Wy 


I. Before the Law was deliver d by Moſes, the 
whole Race of Mankind was under that Cove- 
nant which God made with. Noah; during which 
Interval, the antient Practice of Sacrificing was 
never intermitted ; nor can we ſuppoſe, that eve- 
ry Man perform'd this Part of Religions Warſhip 
for himſelf, but that there were Prieſts for that 
Office. In Abraham's time we find Melchizedech, 
King of Salem, the Prieſt of the moft high God 
For this reaſon a proper Perſon to be a Type of 
that Great High Prieſt, our bleſſed Saviour, be- 
cauſe he was the firſt that executed that Sacred Of- 
fice in that holy City ſince the Creation, and the 
laſt till the Aaronical Prieſthood was eſtabliſh'd in 
the Land of Canaan. Without Predeceſſor, with- 
out Sueceſſor. But beſides this, the Antiquity of 
the Prieſthood is evident from the Idolatry ſpread 


over the Fare of the whole Earth. The * 
Nea- 
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Heathens not only preſerving the Notion of an o- 
yer-ruling Power, and the Worſhip due to him, 
but having Perſons always ſet apart for the Ad- 
miniſtration of ſacred Offices. And tho” they 


were diſpers d at never ſo great a Diſtance : Tho- 
the Names and Statutes of their ſuppos'd Deities, 


and the manner of worſhipping them was never ſo 


different, yet they all unanimouſly concurr'd in 
the paying due Reverence to the Prieſthood ; the 
Univerſality of which Practice is a plain Evidence 
they deriv'd it from the times of Noah, | 
This is a Proof that this Order was at firſt in- 
ſtituted by God himſelf, and when he came to ſet 
part his choſen People //rael, he ſingled out the 
Tribe of Levi for his own particular Service, and 
out of that Tribe Aaron and his Poſterity were 
advanc'd to the Dignity of the Sacerdotal Office. 
Which is the true Meaning of theſe Words of the 
Prophet a little before my Text, That my Cove- 
nant might be with Levi. Not that it ean be ſup- 
'd that Levi in his own Perſon did ever execute 
any Prieſtly Office. During his Father's Life, it 
was without queſtion perform'd by him, which 
was 2 conſtant Practice in thoſe Days, for. the 
moſt honourable Perſon of any Family or Coun- 


try tobe employ'd in that moſt honourable Of- 


fice. And if Levi, or any of his Poſterity had been 
to perform Religious Rites during the Ae 
Slavery, in all Probability we ſhould have met 
with ſomething relating to it in Jacob's dying 
Speech. Beſides, the formal manner of ſetting 
Aaron and his Sons apart, expreſs d Exodus xxviii, 
XXix. plainly ſhews that it was altogether new: To 
Which we may add, that the Rigour of the 
e/Egyptian Slavery was ſuch, that it was impoſſible 
for them duly to attend upon any Religious Ex- 
erciſe. Circumciſion indeed they retain'd, and ſome 
few other things, by which they kept themſelves 
diſtin from other People, ever ſince the Call 
of Abraham. | 


But 
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- 'Budwhen it pleaſed God to reveal his Will to 
-his People by his Prophet Meſes When he de- 
liver'd that Diſpenſation by which they 'were''to 
begovern'd till the Times of the promis d Meſſias y 
the Office of Prieſthood was ſodiſtinctly ſeparated, 
that none but a Rebellious Norah could call it in 
queſtion,” It pleas d God ſo to honour the Prieſt, 
and the greateſt Favours he beſto v d upon his Peo- 
ple pais'd through his Hands. *T was his Buſmeſs 
to pray for them, to bleſs them, to offer up their 
Sacrifices, to determine in Caſes of the neareſt 
Concernment. He only wore the Vrim and Thum 
min, he only was admitted into the Holy of Holies. 
Ina word, he was the particular Favourite of Hea- 
ven, and whatſoever Aﬀront was offer'd to him, 
um / reſented by the Divine Majeſty as done to it 
To enlarge upon a Subject ſo well knowẽn and 
unde rſtood would be tedious, eſpecially conſider- 
ing Mat the Diſpenſation of which I am now 
ſpeaking is antiquated, and conſequently of no 6+ 
er ule than ſo far as it may give light to the bet- 
ter Underſtanding of that, which by the Grace of 
God we. He under. Wherefore tis neceſſary ih 
the next place to conſider the Chriſtian Prieſthood, 
and towhom it belongs. Now there is no Con- 
troberſy ſines the Reformation has been more 
warmly debated: than this. Calvin affirms, that 
ſince-the Coming of bur bleſſed Saviour, there 
neither is nor can be any Prieſthood; he being the 
only en, who once for all offer d op bir 
ſelf as a Propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of Man- 
kind: Which is cavilling about a Word to no pur- 
poſe: For tho' tis true, that it was the Prſeſt's 
Omice to ſacrifice, yet that Was not all his Office: 
And if it be true that that Part of his Office is a- 


boliſh'd; does it follow from thence that the Prieſt- 
hood is alſo aboliſh'd ? That ſtill may, and does 
and muſt remain, ſo. long as there is a God to be 


worſhipp'd by rational Creatures living in a _ 
c © 
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of Probation, For whoever underſtood the Word 
Prieſt in any other Senſe than as denoting a Perſon 


ſet a-part by Divine Appointment for the Admi- 
niſtration of Sacred Offices, be it in what Diſpen- 


ſation ſoever God has pleas d to put us under? And 


that there were ſuch Perſons ſet apart by Chriſt 
himſelf, is paſt all Contradiction. : 
The Apoltle's Title to this is .controverted by 
none; but whom it belongs to at preſent is fre- 
quently diſputed. Now there is an abſolute Ne- 
ceſlity of being ſecure as to this Point. . For either 
a Man muſt know who is his Prieſt; with whom 
he muſt communicate, and from whoſe Hands he 
is to receive the Sacraments, thoſe Pledges of out 
Saviour's Love, and Means of conveying thoſe 
Graces to us; purchas'd by his meritorious Death 
and Paſſion: or elſe he muſt be left to himſelf, a 
Chriſtian at large, contented with reading the 
genen, and parting his own Interpretation up- 
on them; Which to ſuppoſe is wild Enthuſiaſm. 
Now we cannot imagine, but that the * 
wiſe God, who in all his Diſpenſations has made 
his Will ſo plain to the Underſtandings of thoſe 
for whom it was deſign d as a Rule, has left us de- 
ſtitute of ſufficient Means to inſtruct us in this par- 
ticular. Fot the Care of God over his Church can- 
not poſſibly be leſs under the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion than under the N ; and conſequently, to 
whom the Power of the Keys does belong, who 
are to adminiſter the Sacraments; who, to inſtruct 
and bleſs the People, who, to put Eccleſiaſtical 
Diſcipline in Execution, muſt be as well known 
tiow as then; otherwiſe we make the Church of 
Chriſt a confus'd Multitude, without any Diſci- 
pline, and the God of Peace and Order, the Au- 
thor of Anarchy and Confuſion. But tho' turbu- 
lent and vexatious Spirits will raiſe a great many 
anneceſſary Scruples and Odjections, yet the 
thing to any unprejudic'd Perſons is very clear. 
For we find the Apoſtles commiſſion'd by Chriſt 
B himſelf : 


of N. 11 
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* Epiſt. himſelf: we find theſe ſame Apoſtles * ordaining to be 

ad Tim.& Biſhops, and inveſting them with full Power and ſpir'c 

Tit. Authority over thoſe Churches which were com- he ſp 

mitted to their Care, both for the inſtructing them yet \ 

in their Duty, and cenſuring Offenders. To whom | Matt 

then ſhould this Power of Right belong rather than ſhoul 

to thoſe, to whom it was committed by the Apo- | rit.t 

ſtles, who, no doubt, were faithful Servants. in | Orde 

God's Houſe, and diſpos'd of nothing which they vent 

were not impower'd by their great Lord and Ma- othe! 

1 ſter to diſpoſe of? To the Biſhops therefore, the N. 
t Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, regularly urdain'd, does hood 
f . the Chriſtian Prieſthood belong. This Order and Succ 
[| Inſtitution the whole Chriſtian Church has been in been 
| the actual Poſſeſlion of ever ſince the Apoſtles thin} 
4 Times, and thoſe who pretend to a better Title ably 
i ought to make it appear. man. 
: But there is a froward Generation of Men in magi 
1 the World, who love to call aloud for things othe! 
iſ Which they know are not to be had; and are al- the I 
i ways asking for an expreſs Command of our Sar Mu h 
| viour for ſuch an Inſtitution. They appeal, they And? 
| fay, to the Law and to the Teftimony, and nothing in an 

| will fatisfy them but a poſitive Text. But let Vene 
t them fhew that ever our Bleſſed Saviour deſign'd they 
| to give us Plan or Form of Church Government: Men 
| which not appearing, it is no wonder if he never OWN 
iq did, what they themſelves muſt confeſs he never Had 
| | intended. Now to ſay that he did not take ſuffi - and - 
i cient Care for the well-governing his Church, with 
were the Height of Impiety; wherefore we may of th 
7 reſt aſſur d, that what ſhould afterwards be done alted 
15 or taught, or inſtituted by the Holy Apoſtles, was they 
5 1. no leſs intended for our Direction, than what was ately 
: taught by our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, all Divine . 
; 4 Inſpiration being given for our Inſtruction. And mong 
if fo, the Attempt of thoſe who endeavour to di- the C 
miniſh the Dignity of the Sacred Order, by the ry di 

- frivolous Diſtin&ion of Apoſtolicł and Divine Right, banc, 

will be to little purpoſe; ſince that will be found Ways 


50 
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to be Divine which is done by Men Divinely in- 


ſpir'd. And tho' the Apoſtle did once tell us that 


he ſpoke of himſelf, and not by Divine Inſpiration, 
yet we cannot ſuppoſe that in ſuch a weighty 
Matter as ſettling the Diſcipline of the Church, he 
ſhould be deſtitute of the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spi- 
rit. But if after all, we ſhould grant that the Sacred 
Order was only of Apoſtolick Inſtitution, yet e- 
ven that is of much greater Authority than any 
other can lay claim to, 

Now, notwithſtanding this Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood can never be forfeited nor alienated from the 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, yet there never have 
been wanting Men of unquiet Diſpoſitions, who, 
thinking it a Grievance and a Burden to live peace- 
ably under any Inſtitution, either Divine or Hu- 
man, or to obey any thing but what their own I- 
maginations ſhall ſuggeſt, endeavonr to find out 
other Ways of advancing themſelves and others to 
the Prieſthood. 
ought to be, look d upon as an honourable Office; 
— ambitious Minds cannot endure to ſee others 


in any Station that reflects any greater Honour and 


Veneration upon the Perſons that are in it than 
they enjoy themſelves. Hinc illæ Lacryme. Theſe 
Men always have an overweening Conceit of their 
own Abilities, and love to ſee nothing above them. 
Had Korah and Abiram been in the Places of Moſes 
and Aaron, they would never have found Fault 
with either the Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution 
of the Government; but perceiving thoſe two ex- 


alted to a higher degree of Dignity than themſelves, 


they could no longer bear it, but cry out immedi- 
ately, Numb. xvi. 3. Te take too much upon you, ſee- 
ing all the Congregation 1s holy, and the Lord is a- 
mong them, wherefore then life ye up yourſelves above 
the Congregation of the Lord? The ſame refracto- 
ry diſobedient Temper has occaſion d great Diſtur: 
bances in the Church in ſeveral Ages, and has al- 
ways been attended with fatal Conſequences. We 


B 2 have 


It always was, and certainly it 
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have always had ſome, who ont of an Affectation 


of Novelty, have been for undermining ancient 
Foundations, and inverting the Order which God. 


has eſtabliſn d in his Church: And ſince they can- 
not deny but that there is an abſolute and indiſ- 
penſable Neceſſity that there ſhould be a Miniſtry 


aof ſome ſort or other continued in the Church * 


they are reſolv' d to have it any other Way rather 


than that which has been eſtabliſh'd, and conſtant- 


ly practis d. Wherefore it will not be amiſs to 
conſider two or three of thoſe Ways which have 
been foung out to ſupply the Church with Mini- 
ſters, by thoſe Men who are willing to hear of a: 
ny thing rather than Epiſcopal Ordination, de- 


riv'd by Succeſſion from the Apoſtles. 


The firſt of theſe Ways is by the Voice of the 
People, or Conſent of the Congregation. But 
this is {uch a precarious and groundleſs Way, that 
it ſeems rather to have been found out by ſome 
Perſon whoſe Intereſt it was to ingratiate himſelf 
with the People, and to riſe by their Means, than 
to have been a Primitive Inſtitution. For not to 
mention the Abſurdity of making the People, who 
are to be taught, Judges of the Qualifications and 
Abilities of their Teachers, it neither was nor cou'd 


be ſo at firſt, The Apoſtles, as they were not, fo 
neither cou'd they be choſen to their Office by the. 


People, but had it immediately from Chriſt. The 
Biſhops, Timothy, Titus, Archippus, and the reſt, 
were ordain'd by the Apoſtles, but not one Word 
mention'd of the People, but all ſeems to be 

ranſacted and done by the ſole Authority of the 

poſtles. - The Peoples chuſing the Deacons, Acts 
vi. 3. does not come up to the Caſe; for the Apo- 
files not being at leiſure to attend the Care of the 
Poor, were oblig d to have fit Perſons ſet apart for 
that inferiour Office; which Perſons, if they were 
nominated by the People, who were beſt acquaint- 
ed with them, and moſt likely to know them, yet 
nevertheleſs the ororia, the ordaining * 

an 
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ion and ſetting them apart ſor that Office, remain d 
eng | ſtill in the Hands of the Apoſtles. And if the Or- 
_ dination of the Deacons, by the laying on of the 
an- Hands of the Apoſtles was neceſſary, notwithſtand- 
dif- | ing the Nomination of the People; how much 
try leſs ſhall we ſuppole the 3 to be concern d in 
h; the Ordination of their Biſhop; the Dignity of 
aer whoſe Office is ſo much ſuperiour, and the Weight 
1 of which requires ſuch Endowments as they could 
_ by no means be ſuppos'd to be Judges of. As for 
we the Peoples being preſent at the Ordination; the 
ni- Governours of the Church have always had that | 
fa? Regard for them, as to have that ſolemn Ordi- 
de- nance perform'd in the Preſence of a full Congre- 
gation ; both that they might be Witneſſes of ſuch 
1 and ſuch Perſons being call'd to that ſacred Fun- 
| ion, and for the Time to come, receive and reve- 
at | rence them as the Miniſters of Chriſt : As alſo that 
me if they had any thing to object they might propoſe 
elf | it to the Biſhop — the Ordination. Other 
an | Power than this, with relation to the Prieſthood, 
” they never had in the Church of Chriſt. 
ho But we are told by ſome, that tho' an Ordina- 
3 tion by Succeſſion is the more regular Way, and 
a: | the only Way indeed where it may conveniently 
1 be had; yet if it ſhould pleaſe God that a Number 
he of Ghriſtian People ſhould - be plac'd in ſome re- 
he mote Part of the World, where they could have 
t, no ſuch Miniſters; in ſuch a Caſe of Neceſſity they 
Id | might chuſe from among them ſome Perſons moſt 
be fitly qualified, and conſtitute them Prieſts. This 
he Opinion is receiv'd by a great many; upon how 
&s juſt Ground I come now to examine. Now'tis moſt 
0 certain that there can be no Neceſſity of breaking 
he any of God's Commands; and his Will is that no 
ſor Man take this Office of himſelf, hut he that is called 1 Sam. 13. 
re of God, as was Aaron, And we ought to take Care, 
nt- lleſt while we plead Neceſſity, we be found guilty 
et of breaking the Commands of God. Saul thought 
5 himſelf under a Neceſſity of Sacriſicing, being — 
n W1 
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with the Delay of the Prophet; but that Act of 


wilful Obedience was interpreted by the Divine 
Majeſty” as the higheſt Act of "Rebellion, and coſt 


2 Sam, 6. him his Kingdom. We find unhappy Uzzah ſmit- 


| 7. ten down dead upon the Spot,only becauſe he offi- 
it n ; 

it ciouſſy put forth his Hand to ſtay the Ark from be- 
i > Chr.16. ing ſhaken. And Vzziah, tho'a King, the Lord's 
Anointed, ſmitten with Leproſie, for preſuming 


to invade the Prieſts Office, and offer Incenſe. 
1's How cautious therefore onght Men to be how they 
1 approach ſacred Things with unhallow'd Hands? 
Were it not much better, in the Caſe juſt now 
propos d, to truſt to the Mercy of God, who is 
no hard Maſter, nor requires any more of his Peo- 
pe than they are able to perform, than under a 
retence of ſupplying our Neceſſities, to break in 
npon his Divine Inſtitation ? Let us conſider his 
own People, the Jews. Where do we find any 
of them preſuming to offer Sacrifice our of the 
Land of Canaan, under pretence of Neceſſity? If 
it be ſaid, that the Reaſon of that was, becauſe 
that part of their Worſhip was reſtrain'd to the 
4 Temple; we anſwer, fo is the Adminiſtration of 
1 Sacraments reſerv'd for the Prieſthood : and bet- 
. ter it were for thoſe whom God's afflicting Provi- 
dence has depriv'd of thoſe Bleſſings convey'd by 
the Hands of his Miniſters in his Church, to rely 
humbly upon him in the ſincere Practice of what 
was in their Power, till he ſhould be pleas d gra- 
ciouſly to releaſe them, and afford them thoſe de- 
fir'd Helps, than to provoke his Diſpleaſure by 
ſubſtituting in the Room of God's Miniſter a Per- 
ſon of their own fitting up, 
Beſides, a Perſon 5 fer apart could not be a 
Prieſt, nor could any Succeſſion of Ages help the 
'Matter one Jot: For from whom muſt the firſt 
of theſe derive his Authority ? From the People, 
who have it not themſelves? And then, for his 
Part, if he ſhould ordain to endleſs Generations, 


he could communicate no more than he had ys 
ns ſelf; 
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ſelf; that is juſt nothing at all. And call him by 


what Name you pleaſe; dignify him and diſtin- 
guiſh him after what manner ſoever; you can ne- 


ver make him God's Miniſter in his Church, any 
more than he that acts the Part of a King upon the 
Stage is really ſo. Let his Mien, his Geſture, his 
Habit, and every thing about him, be never ſo 
like, yet ſtill the Authority is wanting. The 
ſame it is in the other Caſe. Such a Prieſt has no 
Credentials to ſhow. He cannot talk of the Gift 
that is in him, given him by Propheſy, with the laying 
on of the Hands of the Presbytery. Pretend to an 
immediate Call, he dare not; to a mediate one, 
he cannot. Wherefore, with what Counte- 
nance ſuch a Perſon dare preſume to diſpenſe 
the Word and Sacraments, cenſure Offenders, ab- 
ſolve Penitents, or exerciſe Authoritatively any 
pro the Miniſterial Office, I cannot under- 

and. | 
Thus much briefly concerning the Power of the 
People in conſtituting a Prieſt or Miniſter of holy 
Ordinances in the Church of God. But there are 
another fort of People to be conſider d, who take 
the Liberty very freely to tell us, that we need not 
trouble our ſelves about the Right of the Prieſt- 
hood, becauſe it is inveſted in the Civil Magiſtrate, 
to whom only it belongs to appoint who ſhall mi- 
niſter in that Church, which he is pleas'd to to- 
lerate or eſtabliſn in his Dominions: That a Per- 
ſon appointed by him for that Function, needs no 
other Qualification as Eſſential to the Execution of 
his Sacerdotal Office, but is a Prieſt to all Intents 
and Purpoſes. But whoſoever he was that firſt 
advanc'd this Notion: among us, he ought not to 
eſteem himſelf upon the Diſcovery. Feroboam 
found out the Secret long before, and made Ex- 

eriment of it. That Jeroboam, to whoſe eternal 
e it is recorded, that he made [ſacl to lin, 


That Jeroboam, who not content with that 
part of the Kingdom which revolted to him, would 


not 
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not forbear adding Sacriledge to his Rebellion, by 
conſecrating Idolatrous Priefts of his own, and 
withdrawing the People from their due Atten- 
dance upon the Worſhip of God, celebrated by his 
anointed Prieſts in his holy Temple. But to let 
this paſs, which way will it be ever made ap- 
pear, that the ſetting a-part of Prieſts belongs to 
the Magiſtrate? Certainly from the Beginning it 
was not fo. Not under the Jewſþ 99 


ſor their Prieſthood was limited by God himſel 


to the Lineal Succeſſion of the Poſteriry of Aaron - 
Not under the Chriſtian, becanſe that, as we have 
already ſhown, belong'd to the Apoſtles and their 
Succeſſors. There is none | ſuppoſe will be guilty 
of ſo great an Abſardity, as to ſay that the chuſing 
of Prieſts or Miniſters did any way belong to the 
Roman Emperors before they were Chriſtians * 
The afflicted Church in thoſe miſerable times liv'd 
as an entire Body by it ſelf, altogether diſtinct 
from the Civil, and govern'd by its own Laws, 
Let them then ſhew, how the Emperor's becom- 
ing Chriſtian alter'd the State of Affairs, as to this 
Particular. We know that the Face of things was 
quite chang'd, Thoſe nnhappy Chriſtians, who 
formerly were forc'd to ſeek Caves and Deſart 

wherein to exerciſe the Practice of their verſectited 
Religion, were graciouſly receiv'd : Not only pro- 
tected and countenanc'd, but admitted into Pla- 
ces of Truſt, and diſtinguiſh'd by the higheſt 
Marks of their Sovereigns Favour. And it was 
but reaſonable, that in Acknowledgment of ſuch 
Obligations, they ſhonld make ſuch ſuitable Re- 
turns, as might juſtly be expected from Perſons; 
who, from the moſt abje& deſperate Condition, 
had been advanc'd by pious Princes to Safety and 
Honour, But nevertheleſs let the Benefits be- 
ſtow'd on the one Hand, and receiv'd on the other, 
be never ſo conſiderable, and had the Perſons ob- 
lig'd been never fo willing to expreſs their Grati- 
tude; yet was it not in the Power, _— E 4 
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Church to give, or the Prince to receive that Au- 


thority which was lodg'd alone in the Apoſtles and 
their Succeſſors. For the Prince to a\fame it by 
his own Power, had been Sacriledge, and the Bi- 
ſhops have no other way of conveying it, but that 
only, by which they receiv'd it themſelves, name- 
ly, Ordination, by the Impoſition of the Hands of 
Perſons duly authoriz d. And tho' we juſtly re- 
verence the Supream Magiſtrate as a nurſing Pa- 
rent of the Church; yet thoſe things which are 
diſtin in their own Nature muſt remain ſo, and 
there will ſtill be the ſame Difference that there al- 
ways was, between the Eccleſiaſtical Power and 
the Civil. 15 
Wherefore, to inſiſt no longer upon this Parti- 
cular, there is ſtill another way behind; the only 


17 


one, if we may credit the Inventors of it, by _ 


which the Church can be ſupply d with Miniſters ; 
and that is toreceive thoſe only for ſuch, who are 
ſeal'd and ſet apart by the Holy Ghoſt; who are 
ifted and gracious Men endu'd with Miniſterial 
bilities front on high. They tell us that we muſt 
no longer inſiſt upon Succeſſion, or any ſuch way, 
whereby a Perſon becomes a Miniſter of Man's 
making: For tho” theſe things paſs'd in the times 
of Ignorance, during the Infancy of the Church, 
under the Diſpenſation of the Law, which was 

Carnal and Typical, yet now, fince the Comin 

of our Saviour, Old things are paſs'd away, bebol 
all things are become new, and that our Saviour has 
blotted out the Hand-writing of Ordinances that was 
againſt . They tell us that the Apoſtle ſays in 
the Firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
T certify you, Brethren, that the Goſpel which was 
preach'd of me, is not after Man; for I neither re- 
ceiv'd it of Man, neither was I taught but by the Re- 
velation of Feſus Chrift, This they require at the 
Hands of thoſe, who exerciſe that ſacred Office in 
the Church, and ſince they cannot be guilty of fo 
great Impiety as to oy - it, theſe others arrogate 
10 
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it to themſelves, branding the true Apoſiolick 
Miniſters with the ſcandalous Titles of carnal Far- 
maliſts, Will-worſhippere, and the like; at the 
{lame time deluding the Simple with ſpecious Pre- 
tences of ſeeming Holineſs, and drawing thoſe ut 
learn'd and unſtable ones, Who art toſs'd about 
with every Wind of Doctrine, into a blind, impli- 
cit Reliance upon their ſuppos d [lamination 5 


who when they, have once heartily imbib'd-an-Q- 


pinion of the Gifts of their new tangled Teacher, 
receive all that comes from him as the Oracles of 
God: If he does but ſpeak, (whether Senſe or 
not, is not much matter) they hear with as much 

everence and Attention, as if it was the Voice of 
an Angel. If he be noiſy and clamorous, that goes 
for preaching with Power and the Demonſtration 
of the Spirit. There's nothing that he does, but 
carries with it a peculiar Emphaſis; and what 
would juſtly be accounted a Heſitation or Blunder 
in another, paſſes with his Auditory for: groaning 
in the Spirit. But let theſe Perſons, Who take to 
themſelves ſuch Liberty in the Church of Chriſt, as 
to aſſume an Office, to which they were never 
calyd, produce their Commiſſion. Let us know 
Which way they will make it appear, that 
they are thus ſingled out by. the Spirit of God. 
Miracles they dont pretend to, which were the 
uſual Means by Which Perſons divinely inſpir d, and 
ſent by Almighty God to perform any extrgordi- 
nary, Service, us d to confirm their Miſſion.  Ex- 
traordinary Gifts of the Spirit muſt certainly pro- 
duce ſome extraordinary Effects. In theſe. Men 
we find nothing extraordinary but Ignorance; and 
Aſſurance. ' And whilſt the ſevere! contending 

ects of theſe wild Enthuſiaſts lay claim to the Giftꝭ 
of the. Holy Ghoſt, exclu ſiwe of all others, whoſe 
Miniſtry they utterly reject; they make it evi- 


dent that they axe all. deſtitute of them. The In- 
tegrity: and Strictneß of their Lives, were it as 
great 3s is pretended, would not Walen 
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Proof of their being authoriz d by God to execute 
the | Miniſterial, Office in the Church; for tho 
theſe are to be requir'd in all that ſhall be admitted 
to that ſacred, Office, yet no ſuch Qualifications, 
or any other, how great and eminent ſoever, con- 
fer Authority. Abilities do indeed prepare a Man 
for his Admiſſion into any Office, blic they do not 
enable him to execute it, till he ſhall receive Au- 
thority from thoſe in whoſe Power it is to grant it. 
Now it is only in the Power of our bleſſed Saviour 
-kppoint-what Miniſters he will have in his 
urch. This he does either mediately, or im- 
—_— Mediately, by the Hands of ſuch Per- 
fans he has call d to that high Station: Immediate- 
IVI by calling and ſending them after a ſuperna- 
tural and extraordinary manner; which that he 
ever did ſince the Apoſtles times, never was, ne- 
ver will be prov d. er 2K007 £ 
- have hitherto endeavout d to ſhow: in as nar- 
row a Gompals is the Copiouſneſs bf the Subject 
would permit, to whom the Chriſtiun Prieſthood 
belongs. I have ſhewh that whatſoever Claims 
are made, whether in fa vour of the Congregati- 
on, the Civil Magiſtrate, or Perſons pretending 


to an immediate Commiſſion from the Holy 


Ghoſt, in oppoſition to thoſe who derive their Suc- 
ceſſion from the Apoſtles, to want ſufficient Proof. 
I ſhall now paſs on to the ſecond Branch of my 
Diſcourſe, ind ſhewi, , o ; 
II. The Duty of the People, with reſpect to 
the Prieſts. -' They ſhould learn the Law from his 
Mouth," for he is:the Meſſeng'y of the Lord of Hoſts. 
Now I am vety well aware what Diſadvanta- 
ges we labour under when we inſiſt apon this 


Head. Becauſe, we being the Perſons concern'd, 


,whenſoever: we ſpeak of the Reverence due to the 


Prieſthood, we are look'd upon as intereſted in 


the Matter ; and to ſpeak not ſo much, hecauſe we 


regard the Glory af God, or the Welfare of the 
People, as becanſe we are deſirous of magnifying 


2 our 
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aur Office, and deriving all imaginable Honour 
and Reſpect upon our ſelves. And this is a Han- 
dle which the Diſturbers of the Church's Peace 
have always been very ready to lay hold of, in or- 
der the more eaſily to weaken the Eſteem and Re- 
putation of the Prieſthood. - So little Children 

when their Parents teach them to honour and 


obey their Father and Mother, imagine that it is not 
done ſo much out of regard to their Good, as that 


they may domineer over them and keep them un- 
der. But in this matter we appeal to the Holy 
Scriptures, by which both they and we muſt be 
judg d at the laſt Day. Let theſe determine whe- 
ther we aſſume more than is there allow'd us. In 
the Words of my Text the Prieſt is call'd the Meſ- 
ſenger of the Lord of Flefts, And our bleſſed Savi- 
our ſaith, e that receiveth you receiveth me, and 


of thoſe that refuſe to hear thoſe Perſons that are 


ſent by him, heſays, That it ſhall be more tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment, 


than for them. Again, Hie that deſpiſeth you de- 


ſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſeth me deſpiſeth him that 
ſent me. St. Paul (peaking of theſe ſpiritual 
Guides, ſays, Obey them that have the Rule over you. 
From which and a great many other like Paſſages, 
it. is ue that the Prieſthood is not an Uſurpa+ 


tion upon the reſt of Mankind, as ſome would per- 


ſwade the but a ſacred Office inſtituted 
by God for their Benefit and Welfare. Upon 
which account, how ought all Chriſtian. People 
: heartily and devoutly to give Thanks to God for 
this his ineſtimable Mercy! That he is graciouſly 
pleas'd ſtill to continue to them the Means of Sal- 
vation, by preſerving a Succeſſion of Men, whoſe 
only Buſineſs it is to ſpend their Lives in labouring 
for their eternal Happineſs. In other Caſes Men 
yalue the Means according as they do more or leſs 
contribute to the obtaining the End. In like man- 
ner, thoſe that look upon God as their chief Hap- 
pinecß, ought ta regard his Meſſengers as the prin- 
Enn — * | . cipal 
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cipal Inſtruments, by which they attain the Know- 
ledge of his Will, wichout which 'tis impoſſible to 
pleaſe him. Tis they by whoſe Labours the Scrip- 
fares are preſery'd, interpreted and explain d: 
They, whoſe Buſineſs it is to inſtruct the Ignorant ; 
to implore God's Bleſſing upon his People, an 
deprecate his Iudgments; to recelve all that are 
admitted into the Church by Baptiſm. To ex- 
clude by Excommunication. To reprove the 
Stubborn and Diſobedient, to ſtrengthen the 
Wenk; to adminiſter Comfort and Conſolation 
to the Penitent and Afflicted. To rouſe and a- 
waken the Idle and Carnal, to encourage the Di- 
ligent, to ſolve the Doubts and Scruples of diſturb d 

nſciences. Wherefore let no Man lightly e- 


ſteem this ſacred Office; let none be ſo bold as to 


think that he is at his Liberty, to chuſe whether 
he will attend upon the Prieſthood or not; leſt if 
he refuſe to make uſe of thoſe Means which God 
has appointed, he ſhould as a juſt Puniſhment of 
his Diſobedience be: given up to ſtrong Deluſions to 
believe a Lye, Let not any Man fiatter himſelf 


with the Thoughts of not having offended God, 
becauſe he is not immediately overtaken by ſome 


viſidle Judgment, and made an Example of the Di- 


vine Diſpleaſure. As the Rewards under the Law 


were a great many of them temporal, ſo were the 
Puniſhments. We ſlive under another Diſpenſa- 
tion, in which the Puniſhments we fear, and the 
Rewards we expect, are ſpiritual. How frequent 
Inſtances of ſpiritual Puniſhment do we find in- 
flicted upon thoſe who contemn God's Miniſters ! 
Some of them on the one Hand running into Athe- 


iſm, Deiſm, and all manner of Prophaneneſs and 
Debauchery: Others on the other fide, — 
themſelves with the Freaks of Enthuſiaſm, an 


taking the wild Conceits of diltemper'd Brains 


for Inſpiration. Look but back into the Times of 


, 
* 
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our late unhappy Rebellion. No ſooner was the 
Orthodox Apoſtolick Clergy remov d, but there 
; Im- 
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immediately: floyd in a Torrent of monſtroas 
Seas, maintaining ſuch extravagant horrid Qpiniz 
ons as vrere never heard of before. [Their Tene 
were ſo blaſſ „ fo contrary. to the Senſe 
Seripture, the Attfibutes of God, anti even to com- 
mon Senſe and Reaſon, that they ſeem'd to eome 
rather from Perſons poſſeſe d than ſober Chriſti 


ans. This one wonld think might make Men Wa- 


ry, how they depart or ſeparate from that Mint 
ſtry, which God has eſtabliſh'd}-ia his Church 
Tis not a Man's pretending, that he does ngg, te 
the Reaſon of this or that will ſerve the Turn. 
Men onght to be modeſt in ſich Caſts; and rather 
ſuſpect their on * than diſturb the 
Church's Peace. To ſee the Reaſon of every 
thing, and rightly examine upoſ chat Bottom it 
ſtands, requires greater Abilities, a mort dci 
ble Temper, and ſtronget Application, than 
moſt of thoſe WHO make the tel Noiſe a+ 
bout theſe things, are Maſtergiof; They ſeem to 
quarrel'for Quartelling's ſake ;- nod tis the Nature 
of their Diſtetnper, to prefer any bf their on Ima- 
— how — ſde ver, to the antient 

ice of the Church. S0 Perſons of a bad Habit 
of Body value an unſavoury Traſh, whilſt they 
cannot reliſh; wholſorde Food. Sometimes they 
are finding fault with the Diſcipline; ſometimes 
with the Oonduct of particular Miniſters 3 at ll 
times with ſomething. Still maling Ptetences for 
the withdra wing themſelves from that Subordina- 
tion to the Prieſthood in Which God: has plac'd 
them. Hut were things as bad as they pretend, 
this does not excuſe them. » The Sorihes and Phari- 
fees fit in Moſes's Seat (ſays our Ba viour, Mart. xuiii. 
2.) ail therefore whatſoever they lid you-obſerve,that 
vbſerve and do. They, tho' not ſincere and con- 


ſcientious in the Performance of their Office, had 


the Inter preta tion and Execution af the Law com- 

mitted totheir Care, and were pon that Score to 

be heard by the People. Beſides, | We never oo! 
oo t 
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that any of the antient Prophets in the moſt cor- 
— 7 did endeavour to ſeparate the People 
Communion with the Prieſts, or hinder them 
from learning the Law at their Mouths, from 
whence it is evident, that there is nothing that ean 
pri „ excuſes any Man from duly atten- 
u bn, wy, and obeying thoſe Perſons, who are 

regularly {et over them in Spiritual Affairs. 
But a great many are afraid, leſt the acknow- 
ledging any Superior in Spirituals, ſhould argue 
their want of Ability, wherefore they are willing, 
rather than feek the Law at the Prieft's Mouth, to 


fland upon their own Legs, ſee with their own 


Eyes, and judge for themſelves. Moſt certainly 
there is all the Reaſon in the World, that a Man 
ſhould be acquainted with the Nature of that Be- 
ing he is to worſhip, and upon what account; as 
likewiſe with, every other part of his Duty. We 
don't deſire a bigotted People, who ſhould entire- 
ly rely. upon us, and take our bare Word for eve- 
ry thing, without ſeeing the Reaſon of it. That 
Arbitrary Proceeding fuits better with the Tyran- 
ny of the Romiſſi Church, which keeps the Scrip- 
tures lock d up in a ſtrange Language, and ſuffers 
the People to know nothing, but juſt what, and 
after what manner the Prieſt pleaſes. Our Church 
on the contrary has furniſh'd her Children with 
the beſt Tranſlation of the Scriptures that is ex- 
tant. We preach no Doctrine but what will ſtand 
the Teſt; and tis our moſt earneſt - Defire, that 
alt the People committed to our Charge may 
throughly n ſincerely practice their 
Duty; that we may ſee the bleſſed Fruits of our 


Labours in the daily increaſe of true Piety and Ho- 


lines. ' And would the bufy part of Mankind at- 


tend to theſe: things, inſtead of meddling with 


knotted Controverſies and things above their reach, 


they would find infinitely more Advantage in read- 


ing the Scriptures. There we find Materials for 
Inſtruction, for Reproof ; im ſhort, RY 
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adapted to evety Eſtate and Condition of Life. 
There we have before our Eyes the Faith of Abya- 
ham, the Meekneſs of Adoſes, the Integrity of Da- 
vid, the Patience of Job. The Infinite Mercy and 
Loving-kindneſs of God towards thoſe that put 
their Truſt in him, and the Severity of his: Indig: 
nation reveal d againſt the Impenitent and Diſobe+ 


having our ſelves prudently and holily, and for 
the due Performance of all relative Duties. A. 
bove all, there we have the Love of God mani- 
feſted to us by the ſending of his dear Son, our bleſ- 
ſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to take upon 
him our Sins, and ſuffer for our Iniquities. 
In the Meditation of theſe things let Chriſtian Pecos 
le exerciſe themſelves; this is the way to ever- 
lafting Happineſs. And tho' theſe things are plain 
and level to all Mens Underſtanding, yet the At- 
tendance upon God's Miniſter and holy Ordinan- 
ces is ſo far from being a Hindrance to them in 
their Progreſs, that they will find, whatſoever 
their Endeavours be, they will prove fruitleſs with- 
out it. But by this means they will find their De 
fires to heavenly things will be increas'd, their 
Love to the World abated, their Underſtandings 
enlighten'd, and their Judgments confirm'd. Their 
waiting upon God in his own way will bri 
down a Bleſſing upon their Undertakings, and af. 
terwards procure to them a neyer-fading Reward; 
Which that we may all obtain, let us conclude 
with that excellent Collect of our Church. Al- 


mighty God, who haſt builded thy Congregation 
upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 


Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the Head Corner-Stone z 

grant us ſo to be join'd together in Unity of Spirit 
y their Doctrine, that we may be made an Holy 

Temple, acceptable unto thee, through Jeſus' 

Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 
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